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South African COs Resist Apartheid, Risk Citizenship 


by Fred Longenecker 


Growing numbers of white South Africans 
are risking their citizenship and refusing to 
be inducted into the South African Defense 
Force. More than half (7500) of the white 
South African men drafted in January 1985 
have failed to report to duty. 

The resistance movement is led by the End 
Conscription Campaign, a coalition of over 
50 religious, women’s, youth, and student 
organizations calling for an end to the 
compulsory conscription of young white 
men. The campaign, formed in 1983, recently 
targeted the SADF presence within townships 
through a peace fast. 

The “Fast For A Just Peace” which ended 
October 7, received an enthusiastic response 
from many quarters. Mass rallies were 
attended by thousands of people throughout 
the country. The campaign aimed to raise 
public awareness of the destructive role being 
played by the army and to build pressure on 
the government to withdraw its troops and 
to end conscription. 

Medical doctor and former SADF soldier 
Dr. Ivan Thomas fasted for three weeks in 
Capetown from September 17 to October 7. 


For the past 5 years Dr. Thomas has worked 
with a health care clinic in Crossroads that 
he helped to establish. He has decided that 
he will not continue the annual camps that 
he is still legally due to serve. 


“Declaration of War” 


“ The SADF’s marching into the townships 
amounted to a declaration of war on fellow 
South Africans?’ says Thomas. “Could I 
continue to serve in the SADF with war 
declared on the very people I work with and 
believe I am called by God to serve?” 

Bernard Butler-Smith, a white SADF 
soldier currently seeking asylum in the United 
States, stated: “I have already been forced 
against my will to kill innocent men, women, 
and children, and I cry about what I have 
done” Butler-Smith, 27, says he would rather 
be in jail in the U.S. than be back in South 
Africa. 

Under South African law, white youths are 
required to perform two years military 
service, followed by two years of military 
camps, the latter to be spread over 12 years. 
The options for the majority of those who 
refuse to serve are six years in jail or a life 


in exile. A third option of six years 
“alternative” service is limited to “universal 
pacifists with a proven Christian 
commitment?’ 

Few South Africans refusing induction are 
“universal pacifists with a proven Christian 
commitment?” The criteria for receiving 
“alternative” service ignores persons with 
political or non-pacifistic religious objections 
to participation in the military. 


Persecution for conscience persists. On 
December 12, Harold Winkler, a 22 year 
old Lutheran, was refused recognition as a 
religious objector. The board for religious 
objection sitting in Pretoria recognized 
Winkler’s position as Christian but not as 
pacifist. 


The ECC is currently embarking on a 
campaign to demonstrate possibilities for 
“alternative” service to the military. The 
campaign is being organized in the hope that 
all resisters alike might become eligible for 
alternative assignments. 


—This report was taken from ECC, 
IOCC, Friends Journal and AP reports. 
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